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URUGUAYANS “DISAPPEARED"

Id 1974 militan! opponcnls o! thc Uruguayan regime. Ikcing 
Irom Ihc repression in their country that followed the coup 
d éla! o! 1973. bogan tobe kidnappcd in neighboring Argentina 
where (hcy sough! prolcclion. Manv oi diese “disappcarances”. 
m uhuh A roen tino militan mlelligcnce coopcratcd wiih Uru- 
gna\an seciint) agencies, ended with the mmdc< ol the victims. 
as m the cases oí legislatura /.rimar Michrlim and Hedor (¡u 
órne- Rui- and the married couplc HarredoWhuclaw.

Míe “disappearing” ol polilical opponcnls became a system 
bolh in Argentina and in Uruguay, and nearly 150 persons who 
"disappeared" in Uruguay have never Leen hcard of again. 
Also amply documcnted is the practico of deporting política! 
refugecs back to Uruguay in viola!ion of univcrsally acceptcd 
legal standards that are rccognized by Uruguay. Lhis has bcen 
the late of scores of Uruguayans residen! in Argentina. In 
addition there wcre two such deporta! ions írom Paraguay, in 
UU7 and Novemher of 1978; and loor Uruguayan citizens. 
mcluding a child of 8 and another of 3. wcre kidnappcd in 
Puerto Alegre. Braz.il. lo turn up later in Uruguayan prisons.

In nearly all cases the “disappeared" liad refugee status, 
legal or in effcct. under the United Nations High Con nussi ;n 
for Refugecs. Among them wcre ninc young children \h> 
wcre kidnappcd together with their parents. some ot u'-'n. 
onh a fcw months oíd. Two. ,4/w/o/c and Victoria Julien Cri- 
sima, turned up abandoned in a public squnrc in Valparaíso. 
Chile and werc placed in an orphanage. Nuthing was ever knov, n 
of the others. Four “disappeared" women who wcre pregnant 
when kidnappcd mus! have given birth in captivity.

Among Uruguayans kidnappcd in their own counlry. onc 
of thc best known al iena Quinteros, who was forcibly seizcd 
inside the Venezuela» embassy in Montevideo whilc asking 
for política! asylum. As a resul! of lhis Venezuela broke 
diplomatic rclalions. sincc thc Uruguayan authorities never 
offered any explana!ion ñor heeded Vcnczuela’s demand to 
produce Quinteros.

Another outstanding case is that ol Julio Castro, who 
“disappeared” in the streets of Montevideo. The pólice lorged 
documentan evidente of a trip to Buenos Aires, in an alíempt 
to place thc Mame for Castro’s disappcarancc on Argenlina's 
repressive forccs.

Chaiges made by thc U.S. Congress. the Organiza!ion of 
American States Human Righis Commission. (he Europea» 
Patliamenl. thc Latin American Parliamcnl and other interna- 
liona! bodies have cliciled noolficial word ol cxplanalion. only 
abnipl denials by the Uruguayan govcinmeuL

In some cases there is evidente ol thc chcumsfanccs ol Ihc 
kidnapping and thc idcnlily of Ihc kidnappcrs. In others. the 
prisons where thc victims weie (akcn ate known. I hese aic

gcnerally houses operating as torture ccnlers and clandesime 
prisons. vera rarcly penitcnliarirs such as thc women’s prison 
Punta de Rieles and Ihc Libertad prison for men. The res! muv 
wcll be dcad. The uncerlainly sharpens the pain ol lamilics 
despcratelv secking some word from ihc authorities as tu 
whether their vanished mcmbcr mav still he aloe

Today Ihc govcrnmcnl which remanís silen! aboul all lhis 
is publici/ing a falsc política! “opening". ulule the rcpicssion 
ol ils opponcnls continuos and ncw “disappcarances’ aie to 
be expcctcd.

IRMA LEU ES FREI D

Irma Leñes, who complelcd her prison sentence in Novemher 
1981 (sec Bulletin No. 3). has finally bcen released and is nou 
in Swedcn. Once again international prótesis and solidan!) 
succecded in frecing a victim ol the Uruguaya» dictalorship 
who was hekl in prison long after serving out the lerm.

VHERE IS RAULSENDiC?

RaóJ Scnd’c. founder oí Ihc Sugar Workers Union and memher 
ol thc National Liberation Movcmcnt (Tupamaros), has 
disappeared.

Las; August (midwinter. with bclow-zcro tempera!tires al 
nighi). according lo icliable sourccs. Sendic was taken outside 
and immersed in coid water as parí ol the treatment designed 
(o annihilate him. lie was las! secn in September in a vera bad 
slAe of hcalth in thc Department of I avalleja an») barracks 
Since then his lamih has hcard notlüngol him and has no chic 
lo his whereabouts.

Wc cali upon all inlcinational organi/alions and individuáis 
to communicale with Ihc Uruguayan governmcnl and demand 
that Sendic's lile lie saved.

MOÍHERS PLEAD FOR THEIR CHILDREN

A pica foramnesty fot thch childrcn has bcen addrcssed IoPicm 
den! Gregorio Alvaiez by 400 motheis ol polilical pusoncis 
Recciving no reply. they have sen! copies of their lettei lo 
all national media and inlcinational news agencies. 1 he leller 
said:

“The motheis ol the ptisoncisal ihc dispositkm ol militara 
juslicc . . for the first lime cxeieising uhat wc believe lo be 
out righl. to walch liielcssly over the physical. psychic and 
emolional heallh of oni cluldre». picad with the Prcsideul lor 
the constitutional favor ol amnest} . Ihrough lítese ten 
yeais we have waited palienlly. wc have mulcd out pain

Concluding their leller. the mothers dcsciibcd their pica as 
“a contribution lo the reí oncihalion ol the Uruguayan lamilv”

Braz.il


MOUNIING PRE ELI ( I ION I UREA ÍS &
Rl SIRK HONS AGAINSI l’Ol.l I R AL PAR I IES

\ hule more lli;in lno moni lis bel oír idee lions. the governmenl 
ix slvppmp tip tliic.ils against polilical parlv leader and ie- 
asserlinp llie "lutelary" roleol llie Armed l ories lovvaid lulure 
govcrninents.

Di. Alberto /limarán. National Parly candidato and editor 
ol tlic shut-down wcckly l a Democracia, hiis been iinpiisoncd 
and tried lor Ihc ciinie ol “disrespect".

I alarde (tonzález Victo. a leader ol llie same parle and 
editor ol llie ueckl\ la Razón (also shut-down) lias been 
sirmmoncd by militar justice. I ikewisc National Paite es 
dcpuly I ladio Fernández Mcnéndcz. a candidato in llie lorth- 
voming elections. In his case il vías esplaincd (bal llns vías “an 
eiror"

I hese rntimidaling and repressive actions have BVen accom- 
pjincd be Matemenls and measures poinling toward militare 
intclape"ol tulliré goeeinmenls.

On I : Sept Nave ( ommander-m-Chtel Rodolfo Ine idio said 
dial the \rmvd 1 on.es mnst particípale uilh llie goveinmenl 
bit v di noill Irom ihc H^l eketions. Ihc means ol pai 
Ikipalion mil be consiiinlional legali/ahon ol llie National 
Secmile ( ouncil. Soon allerevards Ihis stalcnienl wasioundcd 
<’til h\ Gen. Julio C. Rapeta, presiden! ol the Armed I-orces 
Pohlical Allairs Commission. In an intervieve Rapóla said that 
lite lutnre govcrnment eeould have autonome in decisions only 
"lo Ihc extent that llns does nol altee! national security”. 
"National Security” coeers cvcrything from economic and 
loreign pólice to interna! allairs.

Col. Néstor Bolentini. former Minister and State Coimcillor. 
has publicly annotmeed his intention lo form a govcrnment 
parle, evhich eeould clcarle have the objccl ol rc-clccting (¡en. 
Meare/ and perpelualing Ihc dictatorial regime mlh a legal, 
mask.

On 28 August á Pólice I Icadqnarlcrs decree issucd rules fot 
ihc política! campaign and threatcned legal aclion agains! anv 
speaker uho commitíed “abuses" in his specchcs.

THREEDUETOBE CREED

lince opposition leaders sentcnced Cor their polilical activilies 
evere due to complete their prison terms in October 1982:

Héctor Rodríguez. hX journalist. unión leifdcr. and leader 
ol the lhiifying Action Groupsand the l íente Amplio, detained 
m 1973 and imprisoned lirst at Punta Canelas, latei in the I i- 
bertad. lie luid a hernia operation in 1978 and has since been 
on a steady physical decline. Salléis Irom arterial hy pertension

and ihromboMs o| Ihc central irm ol Ihc leíI el c vvilh lonsidci 
ahlc loss ol visión Rcienlh has liad hvo ya-.lío-duodenal hem 
moiapes.

Jaime Rercz . Commmiisl Parlv and I rente Amplio leader 
dcpuly Irom Montevideo loi 17 consecutivo venís unid Ihc 
coup d éla! m bine 1973 \u< ted in Oct. 1974. sevculv 
loilmcd, and imnlmed in ihc Punía Canelas and Libertad 
piisons. I w ice brought out ol piison lor subjechon lo trcsh 
toitures vvhich pul him in Ihc Mihl.uv Hospital His phghl 
aiouscd llie concern ol Ihc O \S Human Righls ( ommission 
His original 18 monlh scnlcnce vías extended lo ten vean» 
(erminaling in Oct. |98?.

Washington Rodiigucz Hclcni. Su..n Woikcrs leader and 
member ol Ihc National Workcrs ( ommrssion. compleline his 
term in a veis delcimraícd stale ol hcallh

I he siluation ol llicsc lince pives cause lor i on-mi duc lo 
Ihc govcrnmcnl’s polics ol illcgallv tetainmy pirónos w ho 
have served Ihcii senlenccs. aparl Irom ihc simple physical 
eliminalions ol piNoncis in icccin immihs. v Inch luir i ■-d 
llie lives ot Rubén S<isa. I m ripie \ reí । .md Pino (i.u m

C \MP MCA : GR AG.m ; ■ : 1P i.M o! 
ALBLRIO Al Ií SUR

Alberto Alicia. <>l. a iailro.nl unmu leader atril loimci 
Congressman. undervvenl heni l sim en in 1^74. toscl a la-.iul.u 
pial l and arl il icia! cardiac \ al ves I he oper .ilion w as peíi< > -cd 
by Dr. Rene lavaloro. a prominent Argentino he ni snnu >n 
Altesor ivas proseciited and imprisoned m the I ¡herían Peni 
tenliary in 1975. for a sentencc pmod ol 8 veáis His b •j!ih 
ptogressivcly aggravated and he liad lo be admiHed lar m 
the Militare Hospital. A nevv opcialion ivas iirgcntlv requned 
Il had (o be pcilormed by Di i avaloio sinve the re are no hcarl 
smgcmrs as pro!,cien! as him in lingual Ncvcr tíicic" the 
piison authoritics did nol allow the patrent lo be hanxlciied 
to Buenos Aires ñor lo anv civil hospital ni l raguas

Ai. intense and ivorlduide camparen dciiouncing MtesoiN 
•aíiulmn ivas underlaken by severa! mst¡luíions .md personal» 
¡.•■s in ddleicnl countries as a lesuh ol iiliich. ihc l ruguavan 
governmenl ivas lorced toacccpl that llie surgen be perloimed 
by Dr. i avaloro in a civil hospital in Montevideo llns punes 
that inícrnalional solidarity can oblan» speiifk residís and 
prolcct polilical prisoner's lives.

I he operalion ivas perl'ormed sm-ccssfully on July ^ Il is 
now neccssary lo petition loi AltesorN liberalion bcloic he 
serves his teim so that he rnay reccivc proper post surgen 
medical carc. impossible to oblain under the condilions 
currcnth prevailingat the I tbeilaJ Prmieniian

iailro.nl

