


June 23, 1982, of the death of yet another political prisoner in
Uruguay —Juan Pino Garin.

The deceased, a 43-year old Uruguayan, had been arrested
on April 23, 1972. After torture, Pino Garin had been handed
over to a military court which tried and sentenced him —a year
later— to 10 years in prison.

Shortly after having served his term at the Libertad Peni-
tentiary the prisoner was transferred to the Florida Battallion
barracks in Montevideo where he was visited by relatives on
June 13, 1982. His visitors found him to be in good health and
spirits. Three days after the visit, Pino Garin’s relatives received
notice to pick up the prisoners body.

The authorities claimed he had committed suicide. The
report before de Committee underlined the following facts to
state the official version cannot be considered as true:

- three days before, Pino Garin was in good health and
spirits;

he had just gone through a tough 10 years and was about
to be released;

-- the Swedesh government had authorized him to settle in
this' European country.

This obvious murder of a political prisoner is not the first
and has entered a long list of such cases.

The Uruguayan military authorities replied the report to
the Committee through a cynical note stating Pino Garin’s
death in a penintetiary after having served his term *‘does not
mean the authorities should be held responsible™.

This suicide stemmed from “psichological problems that
usually affect a person who is about to return to ordinary
social life after a period of reclusion”, according to the military
government’s note to the Committee.

A series of comments were added to the report on January
11, 1983 underlining the gravity of the Uruguayan authorities’
“‘explanation”.

[t was then stated the authorities seeked to deny their res-
ponsability for repeated cases of political prisoners being killed
in the South American country’s jails.

The government has stated as the “real cause’ of these in-
cidents the “fear” felt by political prisoners upon learing of
their possible release, instead of pointing to the terrible con-
ditions they live under in Uruguayan jails.

Not a single measure to look into how or why prisoners die
as well as to punish those responsible for such deaths was men-
tioned in the official note to the Human Rights Committee.

More Repression against women prisoners

Since late December jail conditions of political prisoners in the
Military Penitentiary for Women have ostensible worsened. .

Repression aims at even more incommunication among pri-
soners and between these and their relatives —their only con-
tact with the outside world.

Several prisoners —mainly ihose serving the lengthiest
terms-- have had no more than three regular visits by adult
relatives the last seven months.

Such harassment takes place within the framework of ar-
bitrary punishment the prisoners are subjected to by jail
authorities, and mean long isolate confinment in prison cells.
The women are also subjected to a 50 per cent reduction of
the food package they receive from relatives every two weeks.

As it has been explained in previous issues, although these
food packages are not suffcient they provide for basic needs
not covered by penitentiary meals.

However, the same criterion does not apply to the deposits
prisoners’ relatives must make every two weeks in especial
penitentiary accounts managed buy jail authorities. These funds

“allow” prisoners to by inside prison basic articles the autho-

rities forbid relatives to include in the food packages -i.e.
cleaning articles, certain food and renewal of prisoners’ uni
forms. .

Besides, the State charges political prisoners *‘support
expenses” and a bill to such effect is presented each detaineé
upon release.

All this, added to the recentrly-increased fortnightly de-
posits accounts for a difficult situati
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All this, added to the recently-increased fortnightly de-
posits accounts for a difficult situation many low-income
Uruguayan families must face as a consequence of having a
relative in jail for political reasons.

We ask your organization to call on Uruguayan military
authorities —through letters, telegrams, and petitions- to put
an end to the endless outrage women political prisoners are
forced to bear.

Kidnapped Children

After two children - Anatole and Victoria Julien Grisona — were
accidentally found alive in the Chilean port city of Valparaiso
raising hope for a positive solution to the question of Uru-
guayan children kidnapped in Argentina —even though just to
know they are alive somewhere—, the recent statement by the
military government of Argentina that there is nothing more
to be said regarding “‘missing’” persons faces us with a sad
prospect if we accept the official statement as closing the case.

Missing children presently total seven —possibly another
four, since their mothers were abducted during pregnancy.

All cases were brought to the attention of the Inter Ame-
rican Human Rights Committee, the United Nations Human
Rights Committee, Amnesty International. and the Red
Cross, besides other steps taken by relatives of these persons
both in Uruguay and Argentina.

All these children were detained along with their still-
imprisoned or —missing parents.

There are eyewitnesses to these kidnappings and the names
of the officers in charge of such operations are known.

This is the list of missing children:

- Hernandez Hobbas, Andrea, borm 10/30/72;

Hernandez Hobbas, Washington Fernando; born 03/
24/61;

— Hernandez Hobbas, Beatriz Lourdes; born 02/23/60: the
three wer captured on July 1977 with their mother. Lourdes
Hobbas de Hernandez; a fourth brother witnessed the abduc-
tion; the children’s father was then in jail —since February
1976— and is presently a refugee in France; the mfant’s
mother is also missing; .

— Garcia Hermmandez, Amaral; born in 1971; kidnapped

11/8/74 along with his parents -Floreal Garcia and Mirtha Her-
nandez— who were found dead near Montevideo 12/2/74:

~ Sanz, Carmen; bom during her mothers detention, four
days after arrest, 12/23/77:.both her mother and grandmother
—Elsa Fermandez, 65— are missing.

The other four cases of children possibly born in jail are:

- the child of Maria Islas de Zaffaroni. who disappeared
with a three-month pregnancy;

—the child of Adriana Gatti. missing since 4/9/77 with a
seven-month pregnancy: ’

— the child of Blanca Haydee Altmann Levy; abducted
7/19/77, with a month-and-a-half pregnancy. missing since
then;

- the child of Yolanda Castro Ghelpi; abducted 12/22/77;
eight-month pregnancy.

We know dates, names, places and organizations involved in
such operations to whom steps toward allowing these children
to return to their closest relatives should be directed.



