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Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  has r e c e iv e d  in fo rm a t io n  from r e l a t i v e s  o f  
Washington de Vargas Saccone t h a t  he and a n o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r ,  
Ig n a c io  Fonseca ,  h e ld  a t  the  E¿tab-te<UM¿ento U tt í ta l  de RecZüA-ídn No. 1 
(La L i b e r t a d ,  San J o s é ) ,  have " d i s a p p e a r e d " . They were n o t  p r e s e n t  on 
v i s i t i n g  day, 1 Septem ber, and may have been abducted  from the p r i s o n  
o v e r  th e  weekend.

Washington de Vargas Saccone, a law yer aged 30, was o r i g i n a l l y  
a r r e s t e d  on 21 May 1972 and sen te n c e d  on 21 June 1976 to  s i x  y e a r s '  
im prisonm ent on ch a rg e s  o f  c r im in a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  and o f fe n c e s  a g a in s t  the  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A lthough h i s  o r i g i n a l  s en ten c e  was due to  e x p i re  on 
21 May 1978, th e  Supreme M i l i t a r y  T r ib u n a l  pos tponed  h i s  r e l e a s e  u n t i l  
21 May 1982. In 1977 f r e s h  a c c u s a t io n s  were made a g a in s t  him, in c lu d in g  
a l l e g e d  invo lvem ent i n  the  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  two po licem en . In A p r i l  1978 
he was taken  to  a m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  and asked to  s ig n  documents o f  c o n fe s s io n .  
He r e f u s e d  and was l a t e r  removed from La L ib e r t a d ,  bad ly  b ea ten  w ith  
heavy c h a in s  and t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the  M i l i t a r y  H o s p i ta l  in  a coma. A f te r  
a month in  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e ,  he was taken  away f o r  f u r t h e r  t o r t u r e .  He 
l a t e r  r e a p p e a re d  in  La L ib e r ta d  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  June . A f te r  r e p e a te d  
and b r u t a l  t o r t u r e ,  he f i n a l l y  s ig n ed  a c o n fe s s io n  and r e c e iv e d  a 
s e n te n c e  o f  24 y e a r s ,  p lu s  an a d d i t i o n a l  fo u r  y e a r s .

As a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  t r e a tm e n t ,  he has made r e p e a te d  s u ic id e  a t t e m p ts .
He was th e  s u b j e c t  o f  a p re v io u s  U rgent A c t io n ,  UA 88/77 o f  9 June 1977.

Ig n ac io  Fonseca i s  31 y e a rs  o íd  and a former s tu d e n t  l e a d e r .  He 
was a l s o  a r r e s t e d  in  1972; he was accused  o f  th e  same crim es as 
Washington de Vargas Saccone and they  were r e p e a te d ly  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
to g e th e r .  He was h e ld  a t  Punta C a r r e ta s  u n t i l  1976/1977 and has so 
f a r  n o t  re c e iv e d  a f i n a l  s e n te n c e .

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s  aware t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  c u r r e n t l y  s e rv in g  
p r i s o n  s e n te n c e s  a re  sometimes t r i e d  on new c h a rg e s .  In some cases  
i t  i s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  t r i a l  p ro cee d in g s  have been based  on c o n fe s s io n s  
e x t r a c t e d  under t o r t u r e .  In a l l  c a s e s ,  i f  accused  o f  a s p e c i f i c  c r im e , 
th e  p r i s o n e r  should  have a c c e s s  to  l e g a l  ad v ice  and be t r e a t e d  
a c c o rd in g  to  p ro p e r  l e g a l  p ro c e d u re s .
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:
T e le g r a m s /a ir m a i l  l e t t e r s  r e q u e s t in g  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  the whereabouts o f  
Washington de Vargas Saccone and Ign ac io  F onseca  and a sk in g  fo r  a ssu ra n ces  
o f  t h e i r  p h y s ic a l  i n t e g r i t y  and s a f e t y .

APPEALS TO:

S r . P r e s id e n te  d e l  Supremo Tribunal M i l i t a r  
Coronel Dr F e d e r ic o  S i lv o  Ledesma 
C anelones 2331 
M ontevideo , Uruguay

General J u l io  Cesar Rapela  
Comandante de l a  D i v i s i ó n  de E j é r c i t o  II  
18 de J u l io  660 
San J o s é ,  Uruguay

T e n ie n te  General L u is  Q ueiro lo  
Comandante en J e fe  d e l  E j é r c i t o  
Soriano 1090 
M ontev ideo , Uruguay

P le a s e  send c o p ie s  o f  a p p e a ls  to  the  Uruguayan d ip lo m a t ic  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
to  your c o u n try .

PLEASE SEND APPEALS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Appeals may be s e n t  u n t i l  
14 O ctober 1981.

□  Please take immediate action as soon as you rece ive this 
Urgent Action appeal. Carefully read the Recommended 
Action.

□  Letters and telegrams should be brief and courteous.
Stress that your concern for human rights is not in any 
way politically partisan. Refer to the relevant provisions 
in international law, such as the United Nations Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights:

Article 3, “Everyone has the right to lite, liberty and 
security of person” :
Article 5, “No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment” ;
Article 9, “ No one shall be subjected to arbitary arrest, 
detention or exile",

□  The ñame of Amnesty International can be used unless
tated otherwise; although, letters written in a prívate or 

professional capaeity may be more effective.

□  Information about the alleged connection of any person 
with an organization wliich is banned in their country is 
provided as background only and should not be included 
in appeals.

□  In Urgent Action cases, where Amnesty International has 
to act rapidly to prevent the possible ill-treatment of 
prisoners, appeals are issued when the circumstances of a 
person’s arrest or disappearance make such treatment likely. 
Do not make direct accusations and, unless otherwise 
instructed, do not use the word“torture” .

□  Send at least one telegram or express letter immediately.
Other letters can be sent afterwards to the addresses listed. 
Copies of letters should be sent to the relevant diplomatic 
representatives in your country. Copies of any replies 
received should be sent immediately to the International 
Secretariat, or to your national section or Urgent Action 
coordinator. Thank the official who has replied, requesting 
that you be kept informed about the case.
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