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Am nesly International opposes by all appropríate meaos the im positivo 
, and infliction of dcath penal lies arul torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
. oegradin^ treatment or punishment o f  pristm en or other detained or 

ge ne r  a 1 d i  s  whether or not thev liare used or advoca!ed violent e.
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T o r t u r e / H e a l t h  c o n c e rn 23 F e b r u a r y  1982

E l i s a  L u c ia  MICHELINI DELLEPIANI 
B renda  SOSA 
E d i t h  CASTILLO

P a u la  LABORDE 
S o n ia  RIZZO 
R o s a r io  PEGUI 0 0 :

The s i x  wonien above  a r e  h e l d  Ln P u n ta  de R i e l e s  p r i s o n  i n  M onte­
v id e o  f o r  v a r i o u s  té r ra s  o f  in ^ i r i s o n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  U ruguayan  g o v e rn m e n t .  A c c o r d in g  t o  r e p o r t s  r e c e i v e d  by  A I ,  
t h e y  a r e  a l l  now i n  s o l i t a r y  c o n f in e t a e n t  an d  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  to  
r e c e i v e  v i s i t s  from  r e l a t i v e s .

The r e p o r t s  s a y  t h a t ,  on o r  a r o u n d  I! F e b r u a r y  ¡9 8 2 ,  E l i s a  
M i c h e l i n i ,  B ren d a  S o sa  and E d i t h  C a s t i l l o  w ere  a t t a c k e d  i n  t h e i r  
c e l l s  by a  g ro u p  o f  p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s  l e d  by  a man c a l l e d  C e n t u r i ó n .  
They w ere  b ea tev .  v i r h  s t i c k s  and t h e n  t a k e n  t o  s o l i t a r y  c o n f i n e -  
raen t .  The r e p o r t s  ad d  t h a t  P a u l a  L a b o r d e ,  S o n ia  R izzo  an d  R o s a r io  
P e g ü i t o  w e re  th e n  a s k e d  t o  t e s t i f y  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  wonen had  
p ro v o k e d  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by a t t a c k i n g  th e  g u a r d s .  A l l  t h r e e  
r e f u s e d  and  w ere  a l s o  p u n i s h e d  by s o l i t a r y  c o n f in e m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  th e y  
a r e  n o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  h av e  b een  b e a t e n .  H owever, AI f e a r s  t h a t  a n y ,  o r  
a l l ,  o f  t h e  s i x  women may be s u b j e c t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  i l l - t r e a t i n e n t  and 
e x t e n s i ó n  o f  s o l i t a r y  c o n f in e m e n t  an d  o f  t h e  b a n  on  v i s i t s .

Women h e l d  a t  P u n ta  de R i e l e s  p r i s o n  a r e  o f t e n  p u n i s h e d  f o r  
im a g in a ry  o r  p ro v o k e d  c o n t r a v e n t i o n s  o f  p r i s o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  by  b e a t i n g  
and  c o n f in e m e n t  t o  p u n is h m e n t  c e l l s ,  w here  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  ev e n  
i i a r s h e r  th a n  i n  " n o rm a l"  c e l l s ,  c n t a i L i n g  a lm o s t  c o m p le te  d a r k n e s s ,  
s c a n t  a c c e s s  o f  a i r ,  l a c k  o f  b l a n k e t s ,  a b s e n c e  o f  e x e r c i s e  and  p o o r  
f o o d .  Most woraen d e t a i n e d  a t  P u n ta  de R i e l e s  s u f f e r  f ro m  i l l n e s s e s  
a g g r a v a t e d  o r  c a u s e d  by t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  im p r i s o n m e n t .

O f t h e  s i x  wotnen, t h e  b e s t - k n o v n  i s  E l i s a  M i c h e l i n i ,
d a u g h t e r  o f  S e n a t o r  Z elm ar M i c h e l i n i ,  who h ad  d en o u n c ed  t o r t u r e  i n  
ü r u g u a y ' s  j a i l s  i n  1972 and 1973. He e m i g r a t e d  to  A r g e n t in a  and 
a f t e r  h a v i n g  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  R u s s e l l  human r i g h t s  t r i b u n a l ,  was 
a s s a s s i n a t e d  i n  Buenos A i r e s  on 20 May 1976. E l i s a ’ s s i s t e r ,  
M a r g a r i t a ,  was k id n a p p e d  i n  A r g e n t i n a ,  t a k e n  t o  U ruguay  and  s p e n t  
4 |  y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n .  E l i s a  was a r r e s t e d  in  5972 and  s e r v e d  an 
e i  g h t - y e a r  se n te n .e e  b u t  was r e —t r i e d  i n  s e c r e t  and  s e n t e n c e d  t o  a 
f u r t h e r  18 y e a r s *  im p r i s o n m e n t .  She was r e p o r t e d l y  t a k e n  from  h e r  
c e lL  and  t o r t u r e d a t  th e  t im e  o f  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n .

RECOMMEXÜED ACTION:

Te l e g r a r a s / a i r  na i i L e t t e r s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  E l i s a  M i c h e l i n i ,  B renda  S o s a ,  
E d i t h  C a s t i l l o ,  P a u la  L a b o rd e ,  S o n ia  R iz z o  an d  R o s a r i o  P e g u í t o  be 
r e f u r n e á  frum  s o l i t a r y  c o n f in e m e n t  to  t h e i r  ? r e  v io  us  c e l l s  an d  be 
a l l o w e d  t o  r e c e i v e  r e g u l a r  í a m i ¡ y  v i s i t s .  P l e a s e  e x p r e s s  c o n c e rn  
a b o u t  t h e  coa» i m u res  a l l e g a t i o n s  o i  i 11- t r e a t m e n t  Ln P u n ta  de  R í e l e s  
p r i s o n  and r e q u e s t  ¿ b a r  th e  v o c e a  r e c e i v e  any  n e c e s s a r y  m e d ic a l


