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URUGUAY: Carlos RODRIGUEZ LABRÜNA
Dr A lberto ZIMARAE

Armesty In ternationa l has reeeived reports that Carlos Rodrigues 
Cabruna and Dr A lberto Zumaran, both members o f  the PtVitide Uacicnat, 
the National Party (known tr a d it io n a lly  as the Si'aricOS), were arrested 
by p ó lic e  in th e ir  hotnes on the n ight o f  27 Oerober 1982. They are 
cu rren tly  being held incommunicado in  the ríe PctíCAJl,
Canelones, f t  is  b e iíeved  that they are *"o fa :e  lega l croeeedings 
beforc- a a i l i t a r y  court. * .

Both Carlos Rodrigues Labruna and Dr A lberto Zumaran were 
standing as candidates fo r  the Blaucoi in rhe in terna l party e lec tion s  
scheduled fo r  28 November 1982. Dr A lberto Zumaran ís  ed ito r  o f the 
newspaper La. DetnocAilcia which was closed duwn by the government fo r  
s ix  uxmths on l July 1982 fo r  having published a r t ic le s  c r i t íc a l  
o f  the go ve remen t . Dr Zumaran was arrested  a round 2 Septeraher 1982 
and held in the Cárcel Central u n til he was released p ro v ís io n a lly  
on 9 September. He, together with another jo u rn a lis t , Rubén Martínez 
Hueimo, s t i l l  face charges fo r  desacato  Id is c e sp ec t).

I t  is  b e lieved  that the decis ión  to tr y  Carlos Rodrigues Labruna 
and Dr A lberto Zumaran before a m ilita ry  court índ icates that the 
a lleged  ofíc-nc -s fo r which they have now bcen arrested are being 
treated  as o ffences onder the M il 'ta r y  Penal C-ode rather than as 
in fra c tion s  o f  ¡.he e le c to ra l law, which vould be beard by a c i v i l  
cou rt.

I t  is  b e liéved  that Carlos Rodríguez Labruna and Dr Alberto 
Zumaran have been acreced o f breaking the rules govarníng the 
e le c to ra l process. The government has recen tíy  issued public warnings 
against p o lít lc ia n s  wbc p u b lic ly  c r i t i c i z e  or fe i  i fo  observe these 
ru lés and vo lee  opte • -r itíc ís ra  o f  the arraed forecs during the 
e le c to ra l campaign.

On 25 Octobe ! ‘82 Amnesty In ternational issued Urgent Actíon 
appeals on beba !f c f  . our other Blanco Party candidates -  Horacio 
Terra G a llin a !, Rodo tío  Sadain, Tomas Larregui end Carlos P ita  -  who 
were arrested  on 20 Oc< t.ber 1982 fo llow ín g  a p o J it ic i i  r a l ly  held by 
che- t.¡anco Party. Carl< s P ita  and Tomas Larregui were subscquently 
reteñ íed  but Horacio Te-ra G a lliu a l and Rodolfo Sadain are reportad to 
be s t i l l  in deten t i  on and fa c in g  s.harges, together with Carlos r ita ,  
ande* .ir I. le  5fc (1) che Mi l i tary  Penal Codo, "ataque a id  h'f.lrU 
!í!v"cU' fe- \ {ti-.:'■ros a.’owda ? ”  [.ittsck iu g the mora 1c o f  íce  nr-ned 
Corres).

Amitesty International is an independenf worldwide ntovensent vvorking for the internatíonal protección of human rigfíts. It seeks rito 
’ ' fCí/vc of inen and wonteii uetainetf anywhere because of their heliets, colonr, sev. ethitic origin. laitgua&e or re!¿sk>u> creed, provided thev 
have no! used or ad\ ocafed violetice These are termed prisoners ofotnscirnee. It works for fair and prmnpt ttíah  for:tHpoiiiicaí prisoners 
and works oit behalf oí such people detained withoat charge or tria!. It opposes the death penalty and torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading ireatment or punishmeut of all prisoners vvitbout reservar!»»



On 28 November 1982 each o f the three p o lit ic a l parties pertnitted 
under the recent Ley Onganlca de ÍO-i PaAtldoi PolÁtl." o A (that is , the 
Caloñado Party, the Bíancoi and the UtdLfm C ívica) w ill e lec t 500 
delegates to a convention at which party leaders w ill  be elected at 
a second stage o f voting. The Ley Onganlca also layS down rules for 
the holding o f p o lit ic a l r a ll ie s ,  including a rtic le  51 (c ) which 
provides prison sentences o f 3 to 6 months for those found responsible 
for mentionlng in p o lit ic a l publicity or speeches the ñames o f 
politicians whose p o lit ica l rights have been suspended by 
Institu tional Act No 4 o f September 1976. This ban prohibits the 
mención o f thousands o f people, including prominent leaders o f the 
Blanco* and Caloñado parties.

REOOMMENDED ACTION:

Telegrams/ainuail le tte rs :

-  expressíng concern about the reported arrest o f Carlos Rodríguez 
Lab runa and Dr Alberto Zumaran, asking for the reasons for their 
arrest and requesting that they be granted immediate access to 
a lawyer and to their families

- urging their imroediate release i f ,  as the available evidence
suggests, they have been arrested for the non-violent expression 
o f their p o lit ic a l opinions

APPEALS TO:

Exrao. Sr. Presidente de la  República 
Tte. General (R) Gregorio Alvarez 
Casa de Gobierno 
Plaza Independencia 
Montevideo, Uruguay

Telegnams to: Pies¿dente Alvanez,
Montevideo, Unuguay
Presidente del Supremo Tribunal M ilitar 
Coronel Dr Federico Silva Ledesma 
Canelones 2335 
Montevideo, Uruguay

Telegnams to: Con.. S-líva Lede&ma, Presidente 
Supremo Tribunal AlHitan., Montevideo,
Unuguay
COPIES TO:

Jefe de Polic ía  
Coronal Oscar Hacía 
Jefatura de Polic ía  
Canelones 
Uruguay

Telegnam to :  Con. Alacia, Jefae 
Policía, Canelones, Unuguay

Colegio de Abogados del Uruguay 
Colonia 909, Piso 4° Apto. 402 
Montevideo, Uruguay

(San AssoeCatwn o& Unuguay)

Opinan
Paraguay 1255, Apto. 202 
Montevideo, Uruguay

(¡oeekíy neuapapen)
and Uruguayan diplomatic representativos in your country.
PESASE SENTI APPEALS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Check w ith  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  
S e c r e t a r i a t  i f  sen d in g  a p p e a ls  a f t e r  2 December 1982.

Picase take action as soon as yon reeeive thís Urgen? 
Action appeal. Carefuliy read the recommended action. 
!l possible. send a telegram or express Setter tmmediaíeiy 
to one or more o f the addresses given. Other letters can 
be sent afterwards.

Telegrams and letters should be brief and courteous. 
Stress that your concern for human rights is not in aay 
way poiitically partisan. Reí'er to reíevant provisions in 
intemationa! Iaw. such as the United Natioiis Universal 
Deeíaration oí Human Rights:

Article 3 -  "tveryone itas the rigbt to file, liheríy 
and seeuriíy o f persoa.”

Article ? “No one sliull be subjected to loriare 
or ¡o cruel, inhuman or desrading treatmein or 
punishntenr.”

Article 9 "No one sha!! be suhjected to arhitiatv 
airest.deíeation or exile.'

The ñame o f Amnesty internaiional may be used. 
alíhough ieuers written in a prívate or personal eapaeity 
are oftett more elTective.

Copies o f appeals should be sent to reíevant diplomatic 
representativas in your counrrv.

in Urgestt Action cases. Amnesty lr:feihatkma! has to 
act rapsdry to prevent the fl!-treatment o f prisoners. An 
appeal is issued when Amnesty Intentatioaa! helieves i! 
has recdved reliabk and aecurate informatúu: in such 
cases. ít is .no; ahvays possible «o veril y aí¡ details 
imlependemiy and m s-rme iiotarsces tire sutuiticiu ouí- 
Itncu ¿ti the anpeal may chance. I riten! Action partici- 
Puüís are alv.ass Riuified j¡.-, -jgnilT.’atit i¡e\v intor- 
ntaikut.

< • «par* .\j au\ le.v-.-.-.t ; i í>_o\>v ¡:¡i¡c¡»! autlnu-
i'.ies -’i,.; ; v  rnoo.-di-U eh to  y : i¡ -  n a tío  mil véeti-. <; 
l r.ero Vcl.o.i .. ,n¡¡ -.. di e c u ¡he Intenta!tonal
Secretaria!. ít appS«>p:i:¡le thaii: loe •urtetaí vi he- has 
tepüed a mi a\r. t«» >e kep: mí* . ímc.í ab>mt the case.


